Kept as asex slave
for eight years, 18-
year-old Natascha

‘Kampusch is
taking her first
tentative steps

Matascha's kidnapper,
Wollgang Priklopil

towards freedom. But can her

tragic life ever be normal again?
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Instead of a tearful reunion
with the parents who
mournied her disap
for eight years, there came
news of a bitter family rift
with Natascha now refusing
toseeorstay withthem.

Rather than condemn the
paedophile whostole her

The suburban
home that

hm;mlml Ehnn-_

childheod and adolescence,
Matascha has cried tears of loss
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trapped in a 6ft by 10ft dungeon,
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o5 of her “jailer” on
gust this year, when he
distracted on his maobile
home as she vacuumed his car.
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snatched her into his vehicle,
“Hesaid: 'Keep still. Lie
down, or somethin in
to happen to youw,” re
Matascha. “He told me if he
hadn't kidnapped me that day
it would have been the
He drove her back ta
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the outside world by |
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“He was not working most

of the time. Then there was
housework, reading, teleyision,
talking, cooking. That's all there
was, year in and year out, and
always tied in with the fear

of being lonely. Every single

day | asked him to let me go”

Priklopil provided books,
radio and videos for Natascha,
who says she refused to play
the victim.

“He was not my master,” she
explained. “1was just as strong as
him, but he would, symbolically
speaking, sometimes be my
support, and sometimes be
the person who kicked me.”

For seven years Natascha
never left Priklopil's home.

But then, a few months ago,
he allowed her to spend short
periods in his garden ar 1l even
took her on shopping trips,
warning her against trying to
escape or shout for help.

ghostly pale teenager was

Following her escape, the

reunited with her tearful
father Ludwig Koch, 50.
Sobbing as she hugged him,
Natascha asked 1f he still
had her favourite toy car, to
which he nodded
“] never gave up hope,” he
said, But he was tormented
by the visible signs of his
daughter's ordeal.
“Natascha is emaciated
with very white skin and
bruises over her entire body,
| cannot bear to think where
they came from,” he said.
Her mum Brigitte,
55, who's divorced from
Natascha's dad, was equally
overwhelmed.
“She looked at me and
1 saw straightaway it was
my little girl.” she said.
“l opened my armsand
called her ‘my little mouse,
and shesaid ‘Mama™

But as the manhunt for
Priklopil began, he escapedin
his red BMW and committed
suicide by throwing himself
under a train.

The world expected Natascha
to feel relieved, but instead she
was upset. But how could she
mourn the man who'd stolen
her childhood? The answer is
Stockholm syndrome.

“He was her only contact for
eight years," explains family

psychotherapist Phillip Hodson.

“This man brought her up.
He gaw her through puberty,
explained periods, spots, body
changes. He was her jailer and

Natascha aged
10, just before she
as kidnapped

‘Natasmahashruisesalloverhéf

body. | cannot beartothink where
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punisher, but he was alsa her
step-parent, teacher, care-
givera nd conversationalist,
He decided if she lived or died.
If she rejected him, there was
nothing left for her”

Police revealed that Priklopil
had sexually abused her, but
that Natascha was in denial.

“In her mind she did
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will)” explained Austrian police
inspector Sabine Freudenberger.

Matascha issued a strange
statement after her release,
inwhich she said she hadn’t

“missed out,” and thather
captivity had protected her
From “smoking, drinking and
bad friends.”

But experts say there isno
way her relationship with
Priklopil was a healthy one.

“He had to possess
someorne to have a relationship,
and she had to manipulate
him to stay alive,” says Phillip
Hodson, “How will she ever
have a normal relationship?
He did't just steal her past,
ke stole her future too” ®

By Pilar Canas
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